156                      FAIRIES  AND  FUNGI
The Roman Empire likewise declined and fell; even
to-day Italy is again in the hands of the barbarian.
Yet the Roman Empire had its Eternal City. Rome
will be there when its latest barbarians too have passed and
silence fallen above their settling dust. So too Romance,
however its flowers may wither for a season, has still
its roots deep in human nature, its great trees that will
long outlive ourselves. Heine's fir and palm still stand
upon their everlasting hills. "Le romanesque est mort:
vive le romanesque!"